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The notion of welcoming guests to your
residence for a wedding is charming,
romantic—and not without complications.
Here, three couples share how they
pulled off “I dos” in their own back yards.

BY GEORGINA SCHAEFFER
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GARDEN PARTY
Bride Claire Scoville's
ancestral home in the
Berkshires, Hill House,
was also the setting for her
grandparents’ rehearsal
dinner, in 1937: The
backyard sculptures are by
her grandmother Ann.
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The notion of welcoming guests to your
residence for a wedding is charming,
romantic—and not without complications.
Here, three couples share how they
pulled off “I dos” in their own back yards.
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A historic property is the

setting for a wedding that harks

back to another era.
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SHAWN CONNELL AND CHRISTINA SZCZUPAK/CHRISTIAN OTH STUDIO

“WE WANTED IT TO FEEL AS IF
you were coming to a home and yet still sur-
prise people,” says Claire Scoville, an artist
based in Venice, Italy, who chose for her spring
nuptials her family’s historic Hill House. The
home is situated on a bucolic property in

the Berkshires that was given to her great-
grandparents as a wedding present and has
stayed in the family for more than 150 years.
“This house is always alive, but somehow it
became even more so during the wedding.”
That has to do, in part, with the way her fam-
ily opened up the house. Nancy Thomas and
Daire Rooney, of Mezze Catering, finished
cooking everything for both the rehearsal din-
ner and the reception in the kitchen, and Lynd-
sey Hamilton, of Iyndsey Hamilton Events,
took over the basement for two days to prep
all the flowers. “The idea of having 150 people
in your house is wonderful, but you have to
think of the infrastructure of the event,” Ham-
ilton says. “We came up with a defined plan
because Claire wanted people to mingle both
in and out of the house.” As with a European
wedding, there was no assigned seating. Claire
planned for the rehearsal dinner to be on the
same terrace where her grandparents had
theirs, near a garden she had planted specially
for the occasion. But what made this wedding
feel even more personal was the use of the
family’s antique vases, linens, and silver for
both evenings. The result was a wedding that
honored tradition and a sense of history, as if
you had stepped back in time. ®

PROUD PORTRAITS
From top: The bride in the living room; the
children's clothes were inspired by John

Singer Sargent’s Carnation, Lily, Lily, Rose;
walking up the driveway; Claire with her
grandmother; flowers in an antique vase.

DETAILS

PHOTOGRAPHER Shawn Connell for Christian
Oth Studio, christianothstudio.com, and Christina
Szczupak, christinaszczupak.com. FLORAL AND
EVENT DESIGN Lyndsey Hamilton Events, lyndsey
hamiltonevents.com. CATERING Mezze Catering,
mezzecatering.com. MUSIC The Recessionals, the
recessionalsjazzband.bandcamp.com. LANDSCAPE
DESIGN Matthew Hannan, matthewhannandesign
.com. EVENT FURNITURE Revolve Furniture &
Lighting, revolvefurnitureco.com. GUEST ACCOM-
MODATIONS Race Brook Lodge, rblodge.com.
INVITATIONS Write for You, writeforyoudc.com.
press Gwen Russell Bridal Couture, gwenrussell
.com. SHOES Freya Rose, freyarose.com. CHILDREN'S
CLOTHES Sarah Waldo, sarahwaldo.com.
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[1] Nancy Gonzalez bag ($3,250), neimanmarcus.com. [2] Calvin Klein
Collection gold pitcher ($200), calvinklein.com. [3]1 De Beers earrings
(price on request), debeers.com. [4] Oscar de la Renta five-piece
i \ place setting ($195), oscardelarenta.com. [5] Swiss Cottage Designs
\\;?1_‘ invitation suite ($1,995 for 100), swisscottagedesigns.com. [6] Elizabeth

N 18 Locke brooch ($8,500), 800-937-9146. [7] The Designers’ Co-Op
o

o Nt i bouquet ($280), thedesignersco-op.com. [8] Mo&t & Chandon Rosé
; Impérial mini ($20), sherry-lehmann.com. [9] William Yeoward Crystal
Harlequine bowl ($475), williamyeowardcrystal.com. [10] Tabitha
Simmons sandals ($695), neimanmarcus.com. [11] Deborah Lippmann
Blue Orchid nail polish ($18), deborahlippmann.com. [12] Riedel
: Vinum Cuvée Prestige glass ($59 for two), riedel.com. [13] Cartier
! La Panthére eau de parfum (§135), cartierus. [14] Graff ring (price on
request), graffdiamonds.com. [15] Kate Spade New York dinnerware
k (from $18), bedbathandbeyond.com. [16] Van Cleef & Arpels clip (price
T on request), vancleefarpels.com. [17] Tony Hamawy gown ($3,480),
et : tonyhamawy.com. [18] Burt's Bees Brightening Eye Treatment ($20),
- burtsbees.com. [19] Eve Lom Golden Radiance bronzing powder ($48),
A ; : spacenk.com. [20] Mulberry scarf ($430), similar styles available at
Mulberry Madison Avenue, NYC, 888-685-6856. [21] Manolo
Blahnik shoes ($745), neimanmarcus.com. [22] Maggie Austin Cake
English Ivy cake ($22 per serving), maggieaustincake.com.
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SHAWN CONNELL/CHRISTIAN OTH STUDIO (BRIDE)
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