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When it comes to parties, there's
Ee n".-ing'i:;.-' no limit to what ;:-E-:_:-[_'||E
are willing to arrange—and spend.
Here's a look at some current trends
n party-giving, followed by o
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OR MERYL JAPHA, it was the party
of a lifetime, conceived four years ago
when her father was battling stomach
cancer. Thinking ahead to 2006, the
Stamiford resident realized her 50th birth-
day and her fathers 30th would coincide
i August, the same month as her 25th
wedding anniversary, “If we pull through
this, we will celebrate,” she vowed, And
celebrate they did, treating 59 guests 1o
dinner and dancing at a loft in Mew York
Clry.

In Greenwich, for her husband’s 50th
birthaday last year, the wife of a high-pro-
file financier surprised him with a three-
day extravaganza for 30 friends and rela-
tives that started with a welcoming bob-
ster bake Friday evening and concluded
with brunch on Sunday.

Across Connecticut, people are touting
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life's big enoments in ever place where be had lived. The excuse for excess, For o X2nd communicating,” she recalls. 1
grander style, relying in maeny lehster dinner Friday evening birthday in October, Fallo wanbed it sparkly and festive,
Cases of event plannss to evoled Manbecket, the safari- orchestrated a $70,000 Moroc- and | wanted that wow factos,”
create can-you-top-this oedebra-  style gals on Sanurday, Africs, can-theme party for just 15 She had already interviewed
thons “There's 2 huge trend in and on Sunday it was brunch guesis. The expense included and rejected three planners
celebrating Hbe,” says Tirac with & French twist. Guests, renting & penthouse suite, mov-  when she discowered Traci
Ramamno, founder of The who flew in fram around the img out the furndtune and stor- Ronuana, The invitation
Ramano Group Event Planning  workl were howsed for the img it for the ndght, setting up Romano suggestad—hamd-sewn
and Diesign in Westport. “We're  weekend and provided gift bas-  low tables and pillows for din- with sibver clroular comfeit]
in a delicate sitaation arowund kets and flowers in their pooms.  ing, and draping 1,500 vards of  refbecting & “drcle of Hie™
the world and when you havea  There was a catch, however: gold, iurqualse and burgundy theme—"blew me wway and set
happy occasion, you really want  They also had to sign a privacy  ofganta o Creale & soene wor- the tone,” suvs Japha, The party
to celebrate it waiver, says Hamdleon, declining  thy of & sultan, More than 100 planner noted that the signifi-
Birthdays, bar and bat mitz- to reveal her cliemts mamae of candles flickered &s the gaests cant years for the thres “circle
vahs, and anniversaries have the tally except to say it cost savored a meal cooloed by the of life” celebrants added up to
long inspired festivity, but the “a couple handred thousand chef of a Turkish restaurant. 155, and that became the namse
planning process today goes dallars™ The guest of honor atbends the  of a cockiall served at the bar,
way beyond managing food, That was her meost extensive  University of Connecticat; his a8 well s the logo an the cock-
beverages and REVPs. "Irs all job 1o date, but “hugely dlaba- wille, a [riend of Falla, is “the tal] napking and hand towels.
about putting on a production,”  rate mulliday parties—that's the  Paris Hiltoa of the Turkish “Thirking aboat all the litle
says Lymdsey Hamillon, an thing mowadays,” she says worhl,” according to Fallo. Falle  detalls and pabting them
event planner with affices in win an award from the together” ks what sets a famastic
Mew York and Connecticut. THE AIM TODAY is a party  International Special Evenis pariy apart from a ho-hum one,
And the challenge for our times  bigger and better than anyone Society for pulling the whole saiys Rodsano,
i:'irbwrpmﬁing i p:rmrl': lide elies, agrees Elissa Falla, vice lhiri!mll'l. less thai & week. Ii.p]'ll.l.ﬂd her dad, Morbert
into the party and personalizing  president of Perfect Productions When it came to her big bash  Gaelen, decided not to celebrate
it,” she adds. in Farmington. While 40th, in Mew Yook, Japha was sur- in a fypical party venae, Japha
For the Greenwich financier,  5Mh and 6ith parties predomi-  prised it took o long v find pored over wodding announge-
for example, each event of the nate on the birthday circuit, the right planner. °1 had 2 menis and llstings on the Web
weekend was themed around 2 they are by no means the only vigiod that 1 had 4 hard timne and caene up with the [des of
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Parties cut on fhe waler
alwoys seem o hove a spe-
cial, mamorable flaver—aond
8o it is with Lady Katharine

B %

The siate’s top party occes-
sory may be the Big Green
Truck, o restored 1944
International Horvester that
owner Doug Coffin drives to Cruises on the Connichicut
your site and epens up ko River. The anboard oplions
reveal o woodfired oven range from picniccosual to
thot'll produce excellent white-tablacloth formal, but
pizza for your guests, the views up and down the
The menu con olso include river are reliably caplivating.
saled, ice cream and cappue-  The Majashic can accommo-
cino/espresso. The business date 149 for a party and
has boen so successhul that o even offers elimatecontrallad
second iruck will be put inte  comfort for hot summer days.
service this spring. For more  For more info, coll [866) 867-
information, call [203) 397- 4837 er go o ladykatharine-
5295 or go fo biggreentruck:  ruises.com.

piEZD.Com,

What could be o more "Connecticul™ party than o
clomboke? Hammonasset Clambake & BEQ Co. offers
a number of dalightful choices, from o medest “shuck-
yourawn”™ alfair fo o fully catered lobster bloweut. You
can reach them ot hamclom.com or [203) 245-0184.

tﬁ“

The sky's the limit

on children’s parties,
even for 1-yearolds
still striving to walk
and talk. “First birth-
days are huge,
although I'm not sure
| agree with it,” says
planner Seccuro.

party, with lighting, photogra-
phiv; floraks and her design fee,
could reach 525,000, the cost of
a new American car. Food and
beverages might put the tab
awver 3500000, she adds, For
clienits who prefer to do muach
of the legwork themselves,
Secouro charges 5150 an houwr;
oiherwise her starting fee is
S6.000, Carol Albert of Buds in
Bloom in West Hartford item-
izes jobs like cemterpieces and
adds 20 percent for vendors she
hires.

NOT SURPRISINGLY, weahby
Fairfield County swburbanites
stege some of Connecticut’s most
lavish pasties. "Most of cur
Conmecticut business tends to be
in Fairfield Connty, where enter-
talndngg Is almost like 2 sport.”
says Liz Secours, owmer of Doloe
Parties Im Greenwich.

The sky's the limit in chil-
dren’s parties foo, even for 1-

Event plonners” fees vory. At the high end, Homillon
of her clients “spend six figures,” she soys, Romono says

$10,000 and up, and maost
creative end for o 100-per-
son party, with lighting, pholography, florals and her design fee could reach $25,000.

year-olds still striving to walk

the boft on West Street in down-  we wene going to but it was well  and design than New Yorkers, and talk. “First birthdays are
town Manhattan. warth it” wheo typically “like to hand it huge, althoagh 'na not sure 1

The menu included butter- As party planpers’ lnvolve- over, This might mean having  agree with 8" says Seccuro,
nut squash with curried ginger  mient escalaies, so do the fees. the planmer design and print referring not just to the number
soup, roasted corn coulllé driz-  “People are giving & lot mose irvitations; book rooms for cut-  of guests but to what she calls
rled with lobster and sherry licemse to their event planners,”  of-bown guests: hire entertain. “bloaw-the-bank craziness”
bisgue, and beef tenderlain or says Elise Braun, membership 75, photographers, caterers and A Westport couple spent well
sea bass. So that guests wouldnt  services coordinator for ISES in florists; select the menu and orver $5,000 an their son’s first
b planted at the table for Chicago. Fallo agrees. Her wines; and choose gift bags and  blrtheday last fall, says Romana,
hears, the host and hostess clienits “want to do the event table fmvors, who coordinated the at-home
decided on a coffes bar and bat they dom't want 1o towdh i’ Event planmers’ fees vary. At gala. The guests, 40 adalts and
dessert station. Finger desserts she says “They wanl someone the high end, Hamilton charges 18 children, enjoyed meals
were passed as well, else to have the responsibiling SU0000 aned wp, and most of catered by Cabbages & Kings in

It was everything we wanted Hamilon, however, says her  her clients “spend six fgures. Wiston, inclading irdivideally
it to be” fapha says. “We spent Connecticutl cliems suill get she says, Romanoe says the cre- baxed chicken Angers for the
way meore than we ever thought  more invelved in the planning athve end for a 100-person children. The hired entertainer,
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Avmilabkle in o limited

Fine art prints

for all seasons.

ikion of 300 museusn quality prints,

each signed and mambsered by the artist, Unframed prints measere 207 x 247,

CURTIS HANSON

These maseuirm gquankity firse art prints from

reitod landscape artist Curtis Hanson

captuns the tmeess easence of New England.

Unrruemeed 325,00 Available fraamed.

Six new limited-edition prints:

For further information and to reserve printa, wisdi:

CornublaGallery.com
or call 1-800-837-7132 anytime
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Compared to our truffles,
everything else s just candy.
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who entered the business 26 years ago.

When we clean up, we find all those things
are left behind,” she says, no malter whether
they are inexpensive picture frames or prici-
ir bracelets.

Trends in party design comse and go, plan-
miers sy, At ISES, which has an internaticonal
perspective, Braun says the coming trend isa
refarn i ¢legance. But for mow in
Connecticut, people celebrate in "2 more
themmey way,” says Fallo,

For an avid cand player who tamed 25,
she designed a "Queen of Hearts™ party with
fambo playing cards in the centerpleces, med
sequin tablecloths and & persopalized deck
of cards for each of the 58 goests. The iclng
on the cake was in the form of a royal fash,
For & James Bond party, she conjured up a
martind bar carved out of jce and dancers
whio leoked like Bond ghrls. For a theme to
work, it should be present consistently
through all the details, from invitaions o
menis b favars—"or iy nod worth doang.”
says Falls.

Ally Markewits, 13, af Canton loves o
shop, and “Shop Till You Drop™ became the
theme for her bat mitovah in Movember. Ta
implement it, Allys parents, Susan and
Dandd Markeowitz, tarned 1o planner Caral
Albert. "1 was kind of at 2 bosa]” says Sasan,
“We knew exactly what we wanted bat [ was-
et sure Bow o de i° O the wish list were

To reques Free Info, seo page 16

Allys pame flashing in lights, and center-
pieces, place cards and menus reflecting the
“shop Till Yoo Drop with Ally® theme, Susan
did much of the legwork herself, schlepping
into 18 stores to get different shopping bags,
which then figured prominently in each cen-
terpiece. Instcad of numbering the tables,
place cands said “Mr. and Mrs, John Smith
will be shopping at Nordstrom tonight,” and
guests knew to then book for the table with
the Mosdstrom shopping bag.

Five years ago, when Allys brother Seth
bz his bar mitzvah party at Tower Ridge
Country Club in Simsbury, the Markowiizes
did not vse a party planner. "My son was
okay with anything,” his meother savs, “but
Ally wanted to be nvolved. She wanted a
theme.” To Implement thelr vision for the
lel-person affalr, Tower Ridge charged
abonst S00,000 for the food and beverages,
says bamguet coordinator Karen Madeas. Far
the pariy planner, 1Y, photographer and
flarist, °| gueds she spent another $T7.000 ar
S2,000.7 Madeau estimates.

Moting the bat mitevah was more extrav-
agant than her sonk bar mitzvah, “Maybe it
vk a little ower the top . . . [ don’t know” savs
Susan. But after three years of planning, she
wiins Bapgry with the resubs. The difficult pare,
if there was ame, was the aftermath. As w0
ey hosts and Bostesses disorver, "l son
of a letdown when its over” [
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a maghckan called Mr. Bunghes, had to work
without face makewp for fear of scaring
the gaest of honor and his pals, whio wene too
young o appreciate his standard clown gig.

In the 30 years that Mancy Douglas of
Stammifiord has been in the party busimess with
Lets Have a Party Premiere Bvents, first
birthdays have ballsoned from imtimate,
lonw-key Family affairs 10 galas with some-
times 10, 40 or 60 children. *You have no
idea low lange some of these parties are.” she
says, noling that masy have multiple enter-
tainers, sisch as clowns, magicians, balloon
sculptors and D]s.

The trend toward can-you-top-this par-
ties is evident throughout the state for all age
groups. "In this hectic world, people relish
the chance 1o gel everyone Lu-g;tl]u'r far these
milestones,” says Fallo, “Whether they have
the money or not, they're spending it, think-
ing, ‘T pay for it kter™ Douglas concuars
“Even people you think might not be able 1
[afford] additional emertainment find it
:impnrta.nl: tir have " she ayE

Even o, Saccuro tells her ¢lients that see-
cessful enfertaining is about much meore
than how much money they spend. “lt
should be about being a gracious host and
showing puests a good time” she says,
“People should never leave your event say-
i.-ng. Wiow, they must have spent a kot of
momey!” They should leave saying, “Wiow,
thiat was the best pary 1%ve ever been 1o

Labely, Secouro sees moare women hosting
their own landmark birthday pasties. "Ity
not considered tacky” she says. “Hs sccepit-
able” For a 50eh, she coordinated an (tiner-
ary for 30 that Inclueded transponation, spa
beauty trestments, drinks and a seven-
course fasting menw. For the finale, they
went damcimg and recelved very grown-up
“goody bags™—whih Egyplian cotton paja-
nas and cashmene slippers.

INDEED, GIFT BAGS and party favars,
once the purview of the under-8 set, play a
procdment part in toda'’s fetes. Guests of
Meryl lapha and ber dad received a hand-
blown bottle ino which was twcked a note
written by Japha or Gaclen recounting that
person’s imponance in their life. The waiters
passed cut the boatles on silver trays. “Some
people cried, others waited till they got home
o resd thern” recalls lapha, explaining they
had limited the guest list 19 men and women
whe “had given our lives meaning” Among
them were artists whose works her parents
calbected.

Many parties are less personal, and so are
the accompanying party favors, “Theyre a
wasle,” says Carol Albert of West Hartford,
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AQUATURF

(B60) G21-9335 = Fax (R60) 2769066
Mulbeorry Street * Flanisville, CT 06479

www.aquaturfclub.com
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L__.'hflgu'.l-ud in thé ralling hills of Connacticut, Tha
Sipa a1 Morsich |an i3 ane of Mew England’s best
hidden maasures, We olfer 8 Spectacular wanue

for Baih indaor and cutdods wadding ceremonies.

rsbapons and rshaarsal dirmess.

Cur 1931 Georgran Colonial Revival Inn
DAITS FOMATIE Misparical Saoce with rddern
sarvice and sophestication. Qubdoss, ol
grounds include 43 scres of groermed
SOUNtrySida, an owal rIHlEICIjr'Iﬂ oo with
fourtains, rock gardens, and an owersized
dtk that overiooks Ul SOUNIry SOBNEryY
O arménities include & world rendwned Spa, an extensive boutique
ijf-l!l'l'lﬂ parsorakied products and an REmats salkon,
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G courteous, professonsl stalf is devoted 10 making ewery aspoect of :

you day wandarful. You'll ind thet making your day memorable is &5 important
10 u% &% it iS5 10 you. Our goal is to create th periect wedding. .. ll_r,ﬁa'.rj

Rated “Excaifent” by Zagat Survey
Yoted “Besl Day Spa” by radders of Connecticut Magasing,
MNarmad “Bast Destmation Spd m Naw England ™ by Yankee Magazing,
Chosen “Besl Rasort in Cannacticul™ by Boktan Magazine.
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1=B00-45K.4-SP4,
www. ThaSpadtMorwichinn, com

£07 Wast Thames Streat
Narwich, CT 05360 '
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